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SAN ĠORĠ PRECA COLLEGE 
PRIMARY SCHOOLS  

Half Yearly Exams 2017 
 

 
Guidelines for the conduct of the Listening Comprehension Examination 

ALL INSTRUCTIONS ARE TO BE GIVEN IN ENGLISH 
 

Introduction 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 

Instructions 
 

1 Listen carefully as the teacher reads the story called The Crystal Ball. Do 
not answer the questions or write anything during the first reading. 

2 Open the exam paper and look at the questions. The teacher will read the 
questions to you once. 

3 
Close the exam paper and listen carefully. The teacher will read the story 
a second time. 
Do not write anything during the second reading. 

4 

Open the exam paper. You have eight minutes to answer ALL questions. In 
section A, questions 1-9, tick only the correct answer. 
In section B, questions 1-9, mark only the correct answer (TRUE or 
FALSE). 
In section C, questions 1-5, fill in the missing word to complete each 
sentence. 5 The teacher will read the passage to you a third time. 
You may complete any unanswered questions as the teacher is reading. 

6 You  have  now  six  minutes  to  check  your  answers,  and  complete  
any unanswered questions. 

Year 4  ENGLISH LISTENING 
Teacher’s Paper 

        Time: 30 minutes 

Total Marks 

 

______ 

20 

The teacher in charge distributes the examination papers to the pupils and asks them 
to write their name, surname and class on the front cover. 
 
THE TEACHER TELLS THE PUPILS TO FOLLOW THE INSTRUCTIONS ON THE FRONT 
PAGE OF THE EXAMINATION PAPER (PUPIL’S COPY) AS S/HE READS. 
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The Crystal Ball 

In the south of Spain, there was a small village whose people were very happy. 
A poor shepherd boy, named Miguel, lived in this village with his father and 
mother. Each morning, he took his herd of goats up the hills to find a suitable 
place for them to graze. In the afternoon, he would return with them to the 
village.  
 

On one of those days, as Miguel was watching his herd and playing his flute, he 
suddenly saw a wonderful light behind a flower bush. When he approached the 
bush, he saw a transparent and a very beautiful crystal ball. 
 

The crystal ball was glittering like a colourful rainbow. Miguel carefully took it 
in his hand and turned it around. Suddenly, he heard a weak voice coming from 
the crystal ball. It said, “I will grant any wish your heart desires.” 
 

Miguel could not believe that he had actually heard a voice. He made sure that 
he had indeed heard that voice from the crystal ball and was very confused. 
Miguel had so many wishes, that he could not decide upon one particular wish. 
Finally he decided to ask the crystal ball for a big chest full of gold. At that 
moment the chest appeared. The boy could not believe his eyes and rushed 
home with the chest to tell his family what had happened. Miguel and his 
parents were very happy because they had become rich. 
 

As the days passed, Miguel and his family wanted to be richer and so Miguel 
kept on asking the crystal ball for more gold. Every time they were given gold, 
they became sadder and sadder. One day, Miguel realised that gold does not 
buy happiness and that they should be happy with whatever they have and not 
be greedy. So he asked the crystal ball for one final wish, that everything would 
return to how it was before, and they felt happy once again.  
 

                                                 Adapted from www.kidsworldfun.com  
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SECTION A 
Tick () the correct answer. Only one is correct. The first one has been worked 
out for you. 

(8 marks) 
1. The boy in the story is called 
a. Nathan.  
b. Miguel.  
c. Nick.  

 
2. Miguel lived in a village 
a. in the north of Spain.  
b. in the south of France.  
c. in the south of Spain.  

 
3. Miguel lived with  
a. his grandmother.  
b. his father and mother.  
c. his father, mother and grandmother.  

 
4. Each morning, he used to take his herd of goats 
a. up the hills.  
b. up the mountains.  
c. to the river.  

 
5. He would return with the goats to the village  
a. in the morning.  
b. in the afternoon.  
c. in the evening.  
 
6. One day he saw a wonderful light 
a. behind a tree.  
b. in front of a flower bush.  
c. behind a flower bush.  
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7. It was 
a. a beautiful crystal ball.  
b. an ugly crystal ball.  
c. a rainbow.  

 
8. Miguel wished for 
a. a big sack full of gold.  
b. lots of money.  
c. a big chest full of gold.  

 
9. How did Miguel and his family feel every time they were given gold? 
a. They felt happy.  
b. They felt sad.  
c. They felt excited.  

 
SECTION B:  
 
Answer TRUE or FALSE by marking with a (). The first one has been worked 
out for you.                         
(8 marks)  
 
  TRUE FALSE 

1. Miguel was a poor shepherd.    

2. Miguel lived in a big village.   

3. Miguel used to play his flute while watching his herd.    

4. When Miguel took the ball in his hand, he heard music.    

5. Miguel knew what to wish for right away.     

6. Miguel’s first wish was to live in a castle.   

7. When the chest appeared, he rushed home to tell his 

family. 
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8. As the days passed, Miguel asked the crystal ball for more 

gold. 

  

9. Their final wish was to feel happy once again.   

 
SECTION C:  
 
Fill in the blanks with one suitable word. The first one has been worked out for 
you.  

(4 marks) 
1. Each morning, Miguel took his herd of goats to graze.  

 
2. The crystal ball was glittering like a  _____________________ rainbow. 

 
3. The voice said, “I will grant any wish your ________________ desires.”  

 
4. At first, Miguel and his family wanted to be _____________. 

 
5. From this story we learn that we should be happy with whatever we have 

and not be_________________. 


